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Space Missions involving partners

The huge progress of space exploration during the last 30 years has
allowed the development of Planetary Geosciences, characterized by an
increasing involvement at the international level of specialists of the
Earth (geologists, geophysicists, geochemists) but also physicists,
engineers, mathematicians. All work together in understanding
evolutionary processes of other planets. Planetary Geosciences is an
interdisciplinary approach combining expertise in observation,
experimentation and modelling.

The beginning of the 21st century has been marked by the development
of ambitious space exploration programs by new actors and new
missions. In this competitive context, the GPN-SP project addresses the
needs of structuring and internationalizing the European Higher
Education Area (EHEA) training in Planetary Geosciences, strengthening
excellence, increasing cooperation with industry and proposing a
complementarity of fields. Indeed, many Masters in Astrophysics and
Astronomy, in Planetary Geology and in Planetary and Earth Sciences
exist in EHEA, but there is currently almost no offer in education which
federates all these fields and proposes a combined expertise in research
in planetary geosciences.

The GPN-SP brings together a group of five universities (Coimbra, Porto,
Nantes, Chieti-Pescara and Padua) that, funded by the EU, propose a
program of activities to promote the discussion around these themes
and prepare a new related Erasmus Mundus master program.

• Thematic School on 
Habitability 
(France)

• School on Planetary 
Geological Mapping 
and Planetary 
Analogues (Italy)

• International 
meeting for field-
based VR 
Geosciences 
(France)

• Workshop on 
Sciences and 
Technologies for 
Space -a ground up 
overview (Portugal)
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Schedule of Activities

Virtual Reality Tools Planetary surfaces and interiors

Contacts

Olivier Verhoeven, Sabrina Carpy, 
Marie-Pierre Jousse
Olivier.Verhoeven@univ-nantes.fr

Alexandra Pais, João Fernandes, José P. da 
Cunha, Alexandre Correia, Fernando Lopes
pais@fis.uc.pt

Gian Gabriele, Monica Pondrelli
giangabriele.ori@unich.it

Matteo Massironi
matteo.massironi@unipd.it

François Civet
fcivet@vr2planets.com

GeoPlaNet-SP webpage:
https://geoplanet-sp.eu
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University of Nantes, University of Coimbra, University of Porto
University of Chieti-Pescara, University of Padua, VR2Planets
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